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Abstract: China has made significant progress in 

expanding its education system over the past few 

decades, striving to provide universal access to 

education and enhance educational attainment 

nationwide. However, disparities between urban and 

rural areas continue to persist, especially in terms of 

educational quality, resources, and opportunities. This 

paper explores the differences in educational 

opportunities, outcomes, and policies between urban 

and rural China. It examines the structural, economic, 

and social factors contributing to these disparities, such 

as access to educational resources, teacher quality, 

school infrastructure, and opportunities for higher 

education. The paper also reviews government policies 

designed to address these imbalances, including the 

Compulsory Education Law, rural education 

development initiatives, and digital education strategies. 

Despite these efforts, challenges remain, particularly in 

rural areas, where outdated infrastructure, teacher 

shortages, and financial barriers hinder educational 

outcomes. This paper concludes by discussing the policy 

responses that have been put in place and suggests areas 

for further improvement in bridging the gap between 

urban and rural education in China. 
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1. Introduction 

China has made remarkable progress in expanding its 

education system over the past few decades. The country has 

worked to ensure universal access to education and has 

become a global leader in educational attainment. However, 

disparities between urban and rural areas remain a 

significant issue, particularly in terms of educational quality, 

resource distribution, and opportunities for students. While 

urban areas have seen significant improvements in 

educational infrastructure, resources, and teaching quality, 

rural areas continue to face considerable challenges that 

hinder the development of their educational systems. 

This literature review aims to explore the differences 

in educational opportunities, outcomes, and policies 

between urban and rural China. It will analyze the structural, 

economic, and social factors contributing to educational 

disparities, as well as examine the policies and initiatives 

designed to bridge the gap between urban and rural 

education. 

2. Educational Disparities Between Urban and Rural 

China 

Despite national policies aimed at promoting equal 

educational access, there are still significant disparities 

between urban and rural education in China. These 

disparities are reflected in several key areas: educational 

resources, school infrastructure, teacher quality, student 

outcomes, and opportunities for higher education. 

2.1. Equity Educational Resources and Infrastructure 

In urban China, schools tend to have more advanced 

infrastructure, including modern classrooms, access to 

technology, and well-maintained facilities. In contrast, 

many rural schools face challenges related to outdated 

facilities, insufficient teaching materials, and inadequate 

access to technology. This discrepancy in resources results 

in unequal educational opportunities for students in urban 

versus rural areas. 

Urban Schools: Schools in cities are generally well-

funded, with access to digital learning tools, libraries, and 

extracurricular activities that enhance the learning 

experience. Furthermore, urban schools often have better 

transportation and safety features, making education more 

accessible to a wider range of students. 

Rural Schools: Many rural schools, especially in 

western and central China, lack basic facilities such as 

proper heating, clean drinking water, and internet access. 

Some remote areas still rely on outdated teaching materials 

and face difficulties attracting qualified teachers, which 

limits students' educational experiences and outcomes. 

2.2. Teacher Quality and Distribution 

The quality of teaching is another area where urban and 

rural education systems diverge. Teachers in urban areas are 

often better qualified, have access to professional 

development opportunities, and benefit from better working 

conditions. In rural areas, however, teacher shortages are 

common, and those who work in remote regions may have 

less experience and fewer opportunities for professional 

growth. 

Teacher Recruitment and Retention: Urban areas are 

more likely to attract highly qualified teachers due to better 

salaries, career prospects, and professional development 

opportunities. In contrast, rural areas struggle to recruit and 

retain qualified teachers, particularly in subjects like 

mathematics, science, and foreign languages. Many teachers 



Journal of Education, Humanity and Arts Research (JEHAR) Issue 1 Volume 2  

2 

 

in rural schools are less experienced and may lack 

specialized training. 

Training and Support: Teachers in urban schools 

typically receive more continuous support, including 

training in the latest teaching methodologies and access to 

new educational technologies. Teachers in rural areas often 

work in isolation, with fewer opportunities to collaborate 

with peers and access resources that could improve their 

teaching practices. 

2.3. Educational Outcomes and Performance 

Educational outcomes in urban and rural areas of China 

are markedly different. Students in urban areas tend to 

perform better on national exams and are more likely to 

attend top universities. In contrast, students in rural areas 

often face barriers to achieving high academic performance, 

which in turn limits their opportunities for higher education 

and future employment. 

Examination Performance: Urban students have higher 

scores on standardized tests, including the Gaokao (the 

national college entrance exam). These students benefit 

from better preparation, access to tutoring, and more 

exposure to a wide range of extracurricular activities that 

can enhance their academic performance. 

Dropout Rates: The dropout rate in rural areas tends to 

be higher, with many students leaving school to help support 

their families or due to lack of academic success. 

Additionally, the financial strain of attending school, 

particularly for secondary and higher education, is a 

significant barrier in rural areas. 

2.4. Opportunities for Higher Education 

Access to higher education is another key area where 

urban and rural students differ. Urban students have greater 

access to universities, both in terms of proximity and 

resources. Rural students, on the other hand, face significant 

barriers to higher education, including financial constraints, 

lack of information, and fewer opportunities to prepare for 

entrance exams. 

College Enrollment: Urban students are more likely to 

attend prestigious universities, often benefiting from more 

extensive guidance and preparation during high school. 

Rural students face challenges in accessing higher education, 

not only because of financial limitations but also due to less 

guidance on how to navigate the complex college 

application process. 

Financial Barriers: Many students from rural areas are 

unable to afford the cost of higher education, despite the 

availability of financial aid programs. In urban areas, there 

are more scholarship opportunities, and students are more 

likely to receive financial support from their families. 

3. Policy Responses to Bridging the Gap Between 

Urban and Rural Education 

The Chinese government has implemented various 

policies aimed at addressing educational disparities between 

urban and rural areas. These policies have sought to improve 

access to education, enhance the quality of teaching, and 

provide more opportunities for rural students to succeed 

academically. 

3.1. The Compulsory Education Law 

The implementation of the Compulsory Education Law 

(1986) marked a significant step towards ensuring that all 

children, regardless of their location or socio-economic 

status, have access to basic education. The law mandates 

nine years of compulsory education, which includes six 

years of primary school and three years of junior secondary 

school. While this law has led to significant improvements 

in educational access, challenges remain in terms of 

educational quality and retention, particularly in rural areas. 

Access and Enrollment: The law has helped increase 

enrollment rates in both urban and rural areas, but disparities 

remain in terms of school facilities, teacher quality, and 

overall learning outcomes. 

Subsidies for Rural Students: The government has 

introduced several programs that provide financial support 

to rural students, such as subsidies for textbooks, school 

supplies, and even transportation costs, in an effort to reduce 

financial barriers to education. 

3.2. Rural Education Development Policies 

In recent years, China has introduced a series of 

policies specifically aimed at improving education in rural 

areas. These policies focus on enhancing school 

infrastructure, improving teacher quality, and increasing 

financial support for rural students. 

The "Rural Revitalization" Strategy: This national 

policy includes a focus on improving education in rural 

areas as part of broader efforts to address the imbalance 

between urban and rural development. Initiatives include 

infrastructure improvements, technology integration, and 

rural teacher training programs. 

Teacher Incentives and Support: To address the teacher 

shortage in rural schools, the Chinese government has 

introduced programs that offer financial incentives, 

professional development, and career advancement 

opportunities for teachers willing to work in remote areas. 

Programs such as the "Teachers for the Countryside" 

initiative aim to improve the quality of teaching in rural 

areas by providing scholarships and job guarantees for 
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university graduates who commit to working in rural 

schools. 

3.3. Digital Education Initiatives 

Digital education has emerged as a potential solution 

to the educational disparities between urban and rural China. 

With the rapid growth of internet infrastructure, there have 

been several initiatives to bring digital learning tools to rural 

schools, which can help bridge the resource gap. 

Online Learning Platforms: The government has 

supported the development of online education platforms 

that provide rural students with access to high-quality 

teaching resources, including video lectures, e-books, and 

virtual classroom experiences. 

Rural-Urban Education Collaboration: Several pilot 

programs have been launched that link urban and rural 

schools through digital technology. These programs allow 

urban schools with better resources to collaborate with rural 

schools, offering virtual lessons and peer support. 

4. Conclusion 

While China has made significant strides in expanding 

access to education across the country, the gap between 

urban and rural education remains a pressing issue. 

Disparities in resources, teacher quality, and educational 

outcomes continue to hinder the progress of rural education, 

limiting opportunities for many students. However, the 

Chinese government has recognized these challenges and 

has implemented various policies to address the imbalances, 

including rural education development initiatives, teacher 

support programs, and digital education strategies. 

Closing the gap between urban and rural education will 

require continued investment in infrastructure, teacher 

training, and financial support for rural students. By 

building on these policies and continuing to prioritize 

education in rural areas, China can create a more equitable 

education system that provides all students with the 

opportunity to succeed, regardless of where they live. 
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